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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Dr. Telford Smith reports an instance of a boy aged twelve years who 
received not quite a quarter of one lobe of fresh sheep’s thyroid minced and 
mixed with some warm rice and jam at tea-time. On the following day head¬ 
ache and vomiting set in, and he was depressed, pale and cold. Six days 
after the treatment was recommenced, with one-eighth part of the fresh lobe, 
and continued for about two months, the improvement being marked. Dur¬ 
ing two months without treatment he began to revert to his former condition. 
He was now given a tablet, which is equivalent to one-twelfth of a lobe, and 
this treatment has been followed by success. After five months the improve¬ 
ment is very marked .—British Medical Journal, 1894, No. 1744, p. 1178. 

Dr. T. C. Railton reports the case of the older brother of the preceding. 
The treatment was commenced with thirty-six grains of raw thyroid, but as 
the first dose was followed by fever, vomiting, and restlessness, and the sub¬ 
sequent three by marked loss in weight, be was given two thyroid tablets of 
five grains each, and this number was gradually increased until the maximum 
of five was reached. The improvement in bodily growth and cerebral func¬ 
tions has been continuous; but time alone will determine to what point his 
mental development can be made to attain .—British Medical Journal, 1894, 
No. 1744, p. 1180. 

The Action* of Extracts of Muscles, Arterial Blood, and of 
Urine upon the Temperature. 

M. H. Roger has carried out a carefully-conducted series of experiments, 
rabbits and dogs being used, from which he derives the following conclu¬ 
sions: 1. The extracts of the muscles contain thermogenic substances, while 
it is impossible to say whether these substances pre-exist in the tissues or 
originate during the manipulations which they undergo. 2. The entire 
arterial blood possesses a slight temperature-reducing property. 3. The en¬ 
tire arterial blood is sometimes thermogenic; this effect is noted when 
one takes it from a sick animal or exposes it to cold; in the latter case the 
thermogenic effect disappears when the animal is placed for twenty-four hours 
in a warm place, or when one has made a preliminary venesection. 4. Defi- 
brinated blood, serum, and the exudates of pleurisy and of hydrocele produce 
elevations of temperature sometimes preceded by a slight lowering, 5. Urine 
causes a lowering of temperature, secondarily an elevation; this latter effect 
appears to be more marked when the subject which ba3 furnished the urine 
has performed muscular exercise than when he has remained in repose. 
Archives de Physiologic, 1894, No. 2, p. 216. 

The Treatment of Chronic Intermittent Fever. 

Dr. Spiridion Kanellis, during the past ten years, has treated five hun¬ 
dred and twenty cases of this disease, and has cured them. The patient takes 
four pills every morning at half-hour intervals, each containing six grains of 
quinine sulphate, one-fiftieth of a grain of sodium arsenate, made up with 
extract of quinquina. These pills are taken every morning for two weeks, 
interrupted for a week, then resumed for a second series, and so continued 
during three months. Also for the same length of time before the mid-day 
and evening meals, a coffee-cupful of an infusion of five grains of quinquina 
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bark and five grains of the herb absinthium in twenty ounces of water, to 
which has been added about a drachm of dry extract of quinquina and two 
ounces of cognac. Two hours after taking the pills the patient drinks a glass 
of milk. For the mid-day meal he has good soup, beefsteak, eggs, etc., with 
old wine. In the evening the same diet, and he is advised to go to bed as 
early as possible.— Bulletin general de Therapeulique, 1894, 14e Iivr., p. 325. 

The Use of Guaiacol for Neuralgia. 

M. Ferrand reports that he has made use of the analgesic action of this 
drug by painting it, mixed with an equal part of glycerin, over the surface 
in sciatica and intercostal neuralgias. He has obtained relief of pain without 
lowering of temperature or phenomena of collapse. He has found that there 
is some cutaneous absorption, inasmuch as the drug has been found in the 
urine, but in small quantity.— Journal da Praticicns , 1894, No. 30, p. 359. 

The Tubercular Diathesis Controlled by Gold and 
Manganese in Combination. 

Du. J. Blake White ha3 made use of these remedies for several years. 
He administers the gold and sodium chloride with manganese iodide, in five 
minims of a one per cent solution of carbolic acid, hypoderraatically, daily 
or upon alternate days. A second solution has been made, consisting of the 
above-mentioned remedies in combination with strychnine arsenate and 
tincture of gelsemium. The somatic changes effected by these remedies are 
exhilaration, restoration of functional activity of both the nutritive and 
respiratory organs, increased appetite, corrected assimilation, manifest amel¬ 
ioration of important symptoms. It is not easy to explain the exact action of 
these remedies, but he believes that gold, by preference, exerts its effect upon 
the lymphatic and glandular systems, exciting them to healthy action, thereby 
disposing of unhealthy exudations and promoting assimilation, which is in 
time followed by marked gain in body-weight and decided improvement in 
general health.—• American Medico-Surgical Bulletin , 1894, No. 7, p. 388. 

Sommerbrodt’s Creosote Capsules in the Treatment of 
Tuberculosis. 

Dr. W. Thornton Parker believes that creosote is the best local remedy; 
it controls the cqjugh, it is healing to the diseased tissues, and it vigorously 
attacks the seat of the disease itself. If persistently and scientifically used to 
its full extent, it penetrates the system so thoroughly that it becomes a resi¬ 
dent antiseptic. The capsules of Sommerbrodt (creosote and cod-liver oil) 
are admirably suited to the creosote treatment. For hygiene: nutrition, 
attention to the condition of the mouth, stomach, and digestive systems, 
regularity of the bowels, of the meals, wholesome cooking, simple but nutri¬ 
tious ; freedom from care and worry, a wholesome and abundant water supply, 
suitable clothing, exercise, well-ventilated sleeping-rooms, well protected 
from the winds, sunny, bright, and with an abundance of pure air; hygiene 
of the person, bathing, friction with towels, a comfortable bed—should be 



